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as yet backward, but progressing to a state of higher develope-
ment A monarchy existed, and though in name elective, it
had become hereditary in the Hy-Niall line, as the Empire
was in the House of Austria. The monarch had little
sovereign power; he was not, in any sense, the Head of a
state; he had no Parliament, no Army, no Courts of Justice.
But he was the acknowledged superior of every other chief; he
seems to have had a right to demand their services, and, the
armed forces of their tribes in time of war; he had a claim to
something resembling a national tribute. He had a Court, and
all that pertained to it; a nobility like the feudal Companions;
a retinue of Bards and Judges of high degree; and he perhaps
assembled the chief men of Ireland, and possibly representatives
of the different tribes, at Tara, the place of royal gatherings.
He was regularly crowned -with solemn rites; his coronation
had much in common with the coronations of the German
Csesars. The King of Ireland received the crown, after
religious ceremonies, august and striking; in the presence
" of the Princes of the Land," of " the Bishops," of the " free
states," and possibly of men chosen from the people1.
Four or five lesser kings held the chief rule in Ireland,
under their suzerain, the supreme Monarch. These were the
heads of the mpst powerful tribes, which gradually had become
dominant; they were akin to the great sovereign nobles of
France, and to the Princes of Imperial Germany, dependent
in name, but in their own " countries" rulers. Their state
resembled that of their overlord'; they had their Courts, their
noblesse, and their bands of retainers; they exercised authority
over inferior chiefs; they commanded the forces of the leading
tribes, and of the communities included in them; and their
influence had been for ages increasing. Their kingship, too,
1 See a most interesting account of the coronation of a king of
Connaught in the thirteenth century, in The C? Conors of Connaitght,
83 seq.